CCADD NEWSLETTER 17 September 2008

Dear CCADD member,

This newsletter is to give you various bits of recent information.

1. The International Conference will be taking place from September 19th to 23rd 2008 in Washington.  It has been organised by our usual American friends, especially Pierce Corden.  The British team will include Hugh Beach, Christine Titmus, Tony Kempster, Michael Quinlan, Martin Birdseye and David Fisher.  Most of the papers to be discussed have already been sent, and our delegates will have had the opportunity to read them in advance.  The gathering in Washington looks like being quite impressive, and we are particularly glad to know that there will be participants from France and also from Germany.  In recent years it has not been easy to find contacts from either country, so the Americans are to be congratulated in managing to recruit some new faces from these parts of the world.  Also, for the first time for several years, there will be a delegate from Finland.  I am very sorry not to be able to go myself, but look forward to hearing how the conference went.  Martin Birdseye (a newcomer to the British team) will be reporting back to us at lunchtime on Tuesday October 14th about the meeting, and give us his impressions of it.  This meeting will be the last that we can hold at 39 Eccleston Square for the time being, as the building is being refurbished.
2. You will be glad to learn that, through the good offices of our Vice-President Sir Michael Howard, we have been offered the use of the International Institute for Strategic Studies for some of our meetings.  In case some of you don’t know where it is, the Institute is a stone’s throw from the Temple underground station, and very close to King’s College.  I hope that the first meeting we shall hold there will be with Lord David Ramsbotham, in November.

3. You will also be interested to know that we have begun a new research project, leading we hope to the publication of a book, on the question: Just War on Terror?  David Fisher has given the committee an outline of what he thinks should be covered in this book, and invitations are going out to various members and outside experts to contribute chapters to it.  Some of this work has been stimulated by the coverage given lately in the UK to Philip Bobbitt’s huge new book: Terror and Consent which some of us have had the chance to read.  Professor Bobbitt insists that we are already engaged in ‘wars on terror’.  But Sir Michael Howard and others think this is a mistaken analysis.  Hence the point of a book to discuss the relevance of ‘just war’ to the threat of terrorism.  (I myself reviewed the book in The Tablet for 2nd August).  A free copy is lodged with Hugh Beach, and members can apply to him if they wish to borrow it.
4. Tony Kempster is negotiating on behalf of the committee with a website designer who we hope will be able to redesign our website to make it more exciting and more relevant to the work we are currently doing.  We don’t yet know how these negotiations will turn out, but it is good to know that this important part of the ‘image’ CCADD presents to the world is to be improved.

5. We are also in the process of making applications to charitable trusts who might be able and willing to help us with promoting CCADD’s work.  If any member has useful contacts with any trusts who might be interested, please let Liza know so that we can make approaches to them.
Meanwhile, I hope everybody has had a happy summer, and look forward to seeing as many of you as possible at our forthcoming meetings.

Brian Wicker (Chairman)
