NEWSLETTER NOVEMBER 2009

Dear Colleagues,

This is my last newsletter to you as Chairman of CCADD.  As you will know I am standing down from the position of Chairman as from early in December, and my place is being taken by David Fisher and Paul Schulte, who will become Joint Chairmen.  So this is my chance to say how much I have been privileged to serve CCADD as chair for the last ten years or so, and hope that I have done the job well enough for us to prosper in the future.  

There are several developments which I am able to tell you about in this last newsletter from me:

Sir Michael Quinlan Memorial Lecture

To commemorate the contribution which Michael Quinlan made to CCADD, as well as to defence and disarmament in Britain for many years, we are holding a memorial meeting in his honour on 24th March 2010.  It will be in the Old Anatomy Lecture Theatre of King’s College in The Strand from 18.00-20.00 hrs.  This is a very suitable place because of Michael’s connections with King’s.  The meeting will be chaired jointly by our President, Richard Harries, and Mervyn Frost, who is Head of the Department of War Studies.  This will be an open meeting, so all and sundry are warmly invited to attend.  The theme of the meeting will be: ‘Is Afghanistan a just war?’  The principal speakers will be Lord Charles Guthrie (former Chief of the Defence Staff) who will argue in favour, and Robert Fox (of The Times) who will argue against.  I think this topic would have been close to Michael’s heart.  It is only a pity that we cannot hear what he himself would have said about it.  I should add that we hope this occasion will act as a recruiting exercise for new members of CCADD, so please do all you can to invite friends and acquaintances to come along for the evening.
King’s College
I should like to let you know that the committee is trying to develop a formal long-term link between CCADD and King’s College.  As former Dean, our President is helping by making the first moves.  Mervyn Frost is already keen to promote this idea, and we are hoping that the Theology Department will also take an active interest in it.  It is hoped to attract new younger members from among the students at King’s.  So if you have connections please exploit them, and let us know.  We may be able to hold some of our meetings at King’s College in future, as well as contributing to the work of both departments in various ways.  It is early days as yet, but the prospects for future development look promising.
Research and Publication

You will be glad to know that our new book, under the proposed title: ‘JUST WAR ON TERROR?: How can terrorism be countered justly? – Constructing a Muslim, Christian and secular Consensus’ is now complete, at least in draft form.  All of our contributors, including Drs. Tim Winter and Ahmad Achtar from the Muslim side, have now given David Fisher and me, as the editors, the texts of their various chapters.  Ashgate have agreed to publish the book, and a contract has been signed.  All that remains is for the editors to fashion the complete text into a form agreeable to the publishers, and we hope this can be done in the next two months or so.  The book will appear both in hardback and in paperback.  So please look out for it and promote it when the time comes in any way that you can.
For the future, the committee has agreed to consider a further research project on the possibilities and difficulties of a global movement to get rid of nuclear weapons altogether.  A ‘nuclear zero’ is now a serious political and military possibility, but (as Michael Quinlan warned us some time ago) there are serious difficulties in putting this possibility into practice.  So it is hoped that CCADD can help everybody, by considering both the costs and benefits of a global zero, with our usual combination of ethical commitment to justice and our expertise in dealing with the practicalities.

Website
Tony Kempster has been working with some expert technical colleagues on improving our website.  This work is not yet complete, but when it is done we shall have a much improved image to present to the world.  Please keep your eyes skimmed for future developments in this field, and use the website as much as you can for our benefit.
International Conferences 2010 and 2011

Our Dutch colleagues are hopefully working on the details of the 2010 conference to be held in the Netherlands.  They are co-operating with Dutch Pax Christi on the project.  Meanwhile, the UK is due to host the conference in 2011, and we have provisionally booked Fircroft College, in Birmingham for a date early in September of that year.  More news will be sent to you later.

Finances
You will know already that CCADD’s financial situation has been difficult for several years.  However, Neil Summerton is working on possible help from a Trust with which he is involved, and we hope that something good may come of this in due course.  Meanwhile, I am sorry to have to tell you that our Honorary Treasurer, Bob Beresford, feels that he will have to resign from that position as from the AGM in 2010.  Bob has done great work for us for the last five years and we all owe him a big vote of thanks.

Next meeting

The December lunchtime discussion meeting has now been arranged for Wednesday 16th December at 13.00 at 39 Eccleston Square, SW1.  Our speaker, Mary Kaldor, will be speaking on ‘Human Security in the 21st Century’.
Yours sincerely,

Brian Wicker
