CCADD NEWSLETTER MAY 2009

1. The first thing I would like to mention is that on June 18th 2009 in Westminster Cathedral at 11am there will be a thanksgiving mass for the late Sir Michael Quinlan, who was of course a prominent member of CCADD.  All CCADD members are welcome to attend, but will need invitation tickets.  A request for a ticket should be directed to: 

DBR-Resource9@mod.uk.  Those who do not have access to email can write by post to:

DBR Business Manager, 06.C.07, MoD Main Building, Whitehall, SW1A 2HB
2. CCADD members will surely know by now that we are in a difficult financial situation.  Our funding is largely from charitable trusts, and from members’ subscriptions.  The money from charitable trusts is in danger of drying up, unless we can interest some further trusts in helping us.  The Committee has asked Liza to apply to a good number of trusts whose terms of reference seem to be appropriate.  This she has done, and a number of replies from them are pending.  But so far we have had no promises.  Without help CCADD may have to draw in its horns quite severely, possibly by losing some – or even all - of Liza’s paid help.  It may also be impossible to subsidise UK members chosen to go to the international conference in Slovakia in September 2009. Another development which has to be paid for somehow is the current work on improving the CCADD website, which is a crucial element in making our work better known, as well as (we hope) attracting more people to join.  The Committee is recommending to the AGM on July 21st 2009 raising the membership subscription to £80 p.a. to help with our cash flow.  But any further suggestions from members for ways of sustaining CCADD for the future will always be welcome and considered by the Committee.  If you have contacts with charitable trusts who might be interested please say so.
3. Our Vice-President Professor Duncan Forrester has suggested that CCADD should consider becoming associated with a large academic institution, as a good many other organisations have done in the past.  The Committee thinks this is a promising idea, although it is unlikely to result in significantly more cash for CCADD in the short term. The most obvious institution for consideration is Kings College, University of London, which has several Departments whose work is relevant to CCADD’s.  A small group of Committee members is being assembled to discuss the idea under the Chairmanship of our President Richard Harries.  It will meet immediately after the AGM on July 21st.

3. As I have already mentioned, the AGM is at 11.45am on July 21st at St Ethelburga’s Church, 78 Bishopsgate, EC2N 4AG.   Please come if you can.  There will be a sandwich lunch at 12.30, and after that Baroness Shirley Williams will be talking to us on ‘The Prospects for Nuclear Disarmament’.  Her part of the meeting will be open to anybody interested, so please bring your friends.

4. I have a couple of things more to report.  The first is that until shortly before he died, I was in an email discussion with Michael Quinlan on the ethics of nuclear deterrence, on which we had differed for many years.  As a result I have written a paper on Double Effect – a concept which he used to defend deterrence from the accusation of being mass-murderous.  My paper argues that his thesis about ‘double effect’ is fallacious.  It is to be published in the July 2009 issue of the Dominican magazine New Blackfriars. (address: Blackwell Publishing Ltd., 9600 Garsington Road, Oxford OX4 2DQ, Tel: 01865 776868).  I am sad that he could not reply to it.   Any CCADD member who wishes can ask me to send it privately by email. It cannot be put on the website for a couple of years, as the publishers (Wiley-Blackwell) have to protect the magazine from unauthorised use of their material. 
5. Secondly, I have decided to resign from the chairmanship of CCADD as from a date when a successor can be appointed.  I have been Chair for far too long already – ever since 1999!  But some private family medical concerns also lead me to think it is best for somebody else to take over.  I hope that the small appointments group which the Committee has set up can come up with a name as soon as possible. 

Brian Wicker,

Chairman,

May 2009

PS
The International Conference draft programme, from Slovakia, is attached.  Four members of the Committee are prepared to go, but if we are able as usual to take six, two more CCADD members could be allocated places.  However, please note that because of CCADD’s financial situation it is very likely that delegates will have to pay for their own travel and conference fee.  If you wish to be considered for one of these places, please tell Liza as soon as possible.  If more than two members express an interest in going, the Committee will decide by 17th June.    
