CCADD Spring Newsletter
Dear CCADD member,

As you will know Brian Wicker has stepped down as Chairman and Paul and I have taken over as co-Chairmen. Our first task is therefore to record on behalf of all members our warm thanks to Brian for guiding CCADD’s activities so successfully over so many years.

Building on Brian’s work, CCADD is now entering a new and exciting period. We have agreed to affiliate with King’s College London. The first fruit of that link is the Sir Michael Quinlan Memorial lecture that we are holding jointly with and at King’s at 6pm on 24th March. We are delighted that so many of you have accepted the invitation to attend. This will be a debate on “Is Afghanistan a just war?” The main speaker is Lord Guthrie, former Chief of Defence Staff and co-author with Michael of Just War. The respondent was to have been Robert Fox who has had to return to Afghanistan but we are delighted that Stephen Grey has taken his place. Stephen is a Sunday Times journalist and author of an excellent book on operations in Helmand called Operation Snakebite. This promises to be a very interesting evening and to get our link with King’s off to an excellent start.

The next exciting news is that publication of our book Just War on Terror? - A Christian and Muslim Response is moving forward and will be published this summer in paperback. We are delighted that Philip Bobbitt, the well known US author, has contributed a chapter replying to the European concerns over the very notion of a war on terror voiced in the book, particularly by our Vice-President, Michael Howard. Our President, Lord Harries, has provided the Foreword to the book. As soon as the publication date is finalised, we hope to arrange a launch event in the autumn, probably in the form of a debate on how terrorism can be countered. A publicity flyer from the publisher is attached. We shall shortly be starting consideration of our next book project.

Our regular monthly discussion meetings are continuing. Interesting recent meetings were: in December Mary Kaldor on human security; in January a gloomy assessment of the threat to the environment post Copenhagen by Mark Levene; and a slightly more upbeat assessment of the prospects for the NPT Review Meeting by Rebecca Johnson at our February meeting. Records of the meetings are circulated to members and also placed on the website.

Prospects for nuclear disarmament will also be one of the main themes for the CCADD International Conference which the Netherlands will be hosting this year at Hilversum from 3-7 September. Other topics will include how terrorism can be combated both effectively and justly. 

CCADD now has a new website which can be found at www.ccadd.org.uk. We are gradually learning to exploit the technical possibilities of the site and hope, for example, that those unable to attend the Quinlan memorial lecture will through an audio link with King’s be able to follow it on-line. Thanks to Tony Kempster and Liza for making all this possible.

We are very grateful to members for responding positively to last year’s increased subscription. This has enabled CCADD to continue its important activities. If we are, however, to be able to move forward and make the most of all the opportunities now offered, including through our link with King’s, we still must find a Trust to fund our future activities. This will include the UK hosting of the International Conference next year, for which substantial funding must be found. If any members have suggestions and/or personal contacts for a source for charitable funding, please let us or Liza know as soon as possible.

Finally a date for the diary, the AGM will be on Thursday 22 July at St Ethelburga’s. We will let you know as soon as the speaker has been agreed.  

With best wishes

Yours

David Fisher

Paul Schulte
