CCADD NEWSLETTER MARCH 2009

Dear CCADD member,

This is another of my regular newsletters.  I have a number of things to report.

You will be saddened to hear that three of our most distinguished members, David Summerhayes, Rear Admiral Teddy Gueritz and Sir Michael Quinlan, have died since my last newsletter.

David Summerhayes died in Sussex at the age of 86 after a very long and distinguished career in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office.  After an eventful war in the Royal Artillery he joined the FCO in 1948, and stayed there until 1982.  For much of this time he was engaged in diplomatic roles, notably – even after his official retirement – in the arms control and disarmament fields.  He ended his FCO career as an adviser to the government on disarmament.  There was a detailed obituary in The Times for 28th November 2008.

Rear Admiral Teddy Gueritz who died on 21st December 2008 was a highly distinguished and decorated naval officer.  A full obituary can be found on the Times Online for 20th January 2009.  Teddy Gueritz was also an active member of CCADD, serving as Vice-Chairman of the Council in the 1970s.  A thanksgiving service for his life was held in Salisbury Cathedral on 3rd March at which Revd Bob Beresford was able to be present to represent CCADD.
Sir Michael Quinlan, who was Permanent Under-Secretary at the Ministry of Defence from 1988-92, has died after a short illness.  Some few weeks earlier he had to apologise for not being able to respond to the CCADD meeting addressed by Sir Malcolm Rifkind, because of illness.  Soon afterwards he had to let us know that he was also unable to attend the launch, at the International Institute of Strategic Studies on 18th February, of his recently completed book, Thinking About Nuclear Weapons (Oxford University Press, 2009) because he was already in hospital in Banbury, suffering from ‘aggressive spinal cancer’.  Several members of his family were present at that meeting, and I was able to talk to them, and was told that he was unlikely to come out of hospital.  Eventually he died there in his sleep, surrounded by family, on 26th February.  The funeral took place in Banbury on March 13th.   There will be a memorial or thanksgiving service at a later date, but this has yet to be arranged.  We shall make sure that you know of the details of this, as I am sure that many CCADD members will wish to be there.  You may also care to know that I have written a review of his latest (and alas! last) book for The Tablet, although I have not yet been told of the date when it will appear.
On a happier note, I am now also able to let you know that we are nearing the completion, at least in draft form, of our latest book.  This is the result of much hard work by David Fisher, whose brainchild it essentially is.  The title is: Just War on Terror? A Christian and Muslim Response.  Most of the chapters are already written, though several are still awaited.  It looks like an impressive collection, by a set of distinguished authors, most of whom are CCADD members.  Several writers are Muslim, and are writing as such.  This will make the book all the most impressive and interesting, and we hope it will make an impact on the general debate between Christian and Muslim thinkers.  We are currently approaching publishers.
As you will know from some communication from me enclosed with this newsletter, CCADD is in serious financial difficulties.  The Committee has agreed to approach all members with some ideas, and I hope that you will think hard about these.  We shall have some more news about all this at the AGM, which will take place at St. Ethelburga’s Church in the City of London on July 21st. at 13.00.  We have invited Baroness Shirley Williams to come along and talk at this meeting.  If she cannot do so, our President Richard Harries has agreed to step into the breech.

A recent meeting with Professor Anatol Lieven, of King’s College, held at the IISS on 9th March, enjoyed some remarkable and frank thoughts about the political problems of Afghanistan, Iraq and Iran.  Unfortunately, because of its frankness we have decided with the speaker that it would not be wise to give the usual report of the proceedings on the website – all the more reason for you to have been there in person!.
Tony Kempster is working on the livening-up of our website.  I hope that the results will be ready for you to look at in the not too distant future.

The list of planned future meetings is as follows:

21st April – Tim Winter on ‘Terrorism and Islamic Approaches to Just War

11th May -  Mark Barwick on ‘Rebuilding Peace after War: Reflections from Africa’

17th June – Sir Harold Walker on ‘The Arab/Israeli Problem Today’

All these meetings will be held at Arundel House, WC2.

A happy Easter to all.

Yours ever,

Brian Wicker (Chairman)

